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Student Audience

North Side High School is an inner-city school with a diverse ethnic background.  The school’s 1300 students are, on average, 20 to 30% below the state average on Indiana’s standardized test (ISTEP).  41% of the students at North Side are on free or reduced lunch.  85% of seniors graduate, but only 68% of the students pursue college.  While the students at this school represent a wide range of abilities, from honors and advanced placement to remedial, the students this lesson plan was designed for were the school’s “at-risk” students.

Students at this level have a variety of information literacy skills.  Some of the students at North Side do not have access to computers in their homes and have little or no experience with a library setting other than that provided at school.  This lesson will seek to improve the skills of students who have had limited exposure to information gathering techniques and will seek to challenge the more experienced students.  


The teachers at North Side are continually looking for ways to help their students reach their potential.  The teachers at this school are willing to try new things and many of them have collaborated with other teachers.   

The school’s community is very dedicated to the school.  Many of the students are the sons or daughters of North Side alumni, so school pride is very strong.  The majority of the community is made up of low to middle income families who bring a strong sense of community to the school and a strong work ethic that they pass on to their children.  Many of the parents are involved in the school’s programs.  The PTA works hard during the school year raising funds to supplement programs at the school.

The mission and philosophy of North Side High School is to promote diversity and the appreciation of different beliefs.  This unit will meet these goals by giving students a chance to look at a time in history when people were attacked based on rumor and innuendo.  These students are most interested in lessons that make a connection with something in their own lives…lessons with relevance.  This will allow students to make connections between the persecution of witches and communists with the persecution of certain groups today.  This lesson plan will help students recognize persecution in the world around them and the impact that it has on the community. 
Information Inquiry Role


This unit uses the talents of a media specialist, an English teacher, and a social studies teacher.  In English class, students will develop critical thinking skills by reading and interpreting The Crucible by Arthur Miller.  In their social studies class, students will learn about the society of the late 1600’s, the history of the witch trials, and the societal beliefs that influenced them.  Students will also look at the McCarthy Era and the actions of the House Un-American Activities Committee.  The students will develop critical thinking skills by making parallels between each era and the effects they had on history.  The media specialist will be responsible for creating lesson plans that will teach students how to conduct research and learn to use technology.  The specialist will also help students learn how to access information effectively and evaluate the accuracy and relevance of the information.  Together, these skills will give students the tools they need to complete the lesson’s final project.


For their final projects, students will be required to conduct research and create a PowerPoint presentation about one of the following options:  

· Witchcraft around the World: the student will research the role of witchcraft in a culture and time period of their choice.  Compare and contrast The Crucible and the era they are researching.  Describe how witchcraft was viewed by the society they are studying.  Provide specific examples.
· Persecution of a specific group of people: the student will research a specific group of people who at some time in history was persecuted.  The student will explain some of the societal factors that let to their persecution and make parallels between McCarthyism and the Salem Witch Trials.
· Critical Analysis of The Crucible:  the student will research the story of behind The Crucible, the author and the events in the author’s life and how the time period the author lived in effected the telling of the story.  Students may want to include what impact the story had the public after it was released.
For this unit, students will have access to a variety of resources on the internet.  The reading and discussion of the Crucible will occur over the course of a two week period.  During this time, students will visit the computer lab to take part in National Geographic’s Salem Witch Hunt-Interactive which will give students the opportunity to make some of the choices that accused witches forced to make and discover the accused endured during the trials.  
Over the course of the project, students will meet a number of Indiana Academic (IAS) and Information Literacy (ILS) Standards through the completion of the different elements of the project.  The following is a list of a few of the standards that students will meet.

1) Students will provide a PowerPoint presentation based on their choice of one of the projects listed.

a. IAS—English 12.4.7, 12.4.9 (Writing process), 12.7.12 (Listening/Speaking) 

b. IAS— Sociology 1.8-9 (Foundations of Sociology), 4.6 (Social Groups)

c. ILS—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

2) Students will give an oral presentation of the findings of their research

a. IAS—English 12.5.8 (Writing Applications), 12.7.8, 12.7.18, 12.7.19 (Listening/Speaking)

b. ILS—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

3) Students who choose to complete a critical analysis of The Crucible will meet the following standards:

a. IAS—English 12.3.1-4, 12.3.8 (Literary Response and Analysis), 12.4.7-9, 12.4.11 (Writing Process), 12.5.2 (Writing Applications)

b. IAS—Sociology 4.6 (Social Groups)

c. ILS—2,3

4) Students will use a variety of technologies, such as the Internet, word processing, spreadsheet and PowerPoint software, scanners and appropriate software.

a. ILS—1, 3, 4, 5, 9

5) Students will identify and explain the importance of key events, people, and groups related to the causes, conditions, and consequences of the Cold War, specifically the McCarthy Era.
a. IAS—United States History 6.1
Information Inquiry Model
For this lesson, students will learn to use the 8W’s of Information Inquiry created by Annette Lamb.  Each “W” in the process guides students through the steps of evaluating, synthesizing and communicating information acquired during the research process. 
The main benefit of using this model is that students are guided through each step and asked to make connections with what they already know.  By providing students with examples or questions for each step of the inquiry process, students can recreate each step in their own research to discover new information for their research experience.  This may also be a hindrance.  Some students may not be able to recreate the example on their own, and require a great deal of guidance to use the model, or the student may work better without a model to pin them in.
One of the most important pieces of the process is Wondering.  Students need to learn how to narrow their topic and develop questions about what they want to learn.  Without this step, a student’s search could be very broad, yielding a large amount of unnecessary information.  To teach this, you first must teach students how to narrow their ideas.  In this case, if a student decides to complete a Persecution element of the project by focusing on people of the Jewish faith.  Without focusing on a few historical examples, students might end up trying to research the entire history of the Jewish faith and never really discover why Jews were persecuted.  By helping students review what they already know about persecution and some general ideas of Jewish history, they could focus on one or two events from history to satisfy the requirements of the assignment.  Through the development of questions that they would like to answer, the student slowly develops a specific range of research for their topic.  The Internet Public Library has a good guide for narrowing a topic that, after review in class, can be used to help narrow a topic.  By mastering this process, students will fulfill Indiana Academic Standards for English 12.4.7, 12.4.9 which deal with the writing and research process.

Student Performance


Each student is expected to complete a multimedia presentation that will be presented to their peers.  Students should be able to retell the basic events of the Salem Witch Trials and identify modern day situations in which similar witch hunts could occur.  

Students will be provided with rubrics/checklists of items they will be graded on for their oral presentation, PowerPoint presentation, the research process, and the quality of the information they provide.

Teaching Materials

1) 
Stanley, Deborah B., Practial Steps to the Research Process for High School.  Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 1999.  This source was very useful as a guide for teaching information literacy and the research process.

2) Zemelman, Steven, et al. Best Practice:  New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.  1998.  A great book for teachers and teacher-librarians who are interested in promoting collaboration, encouraging information literacy, and critical thinking skills.  It provides a variety of ideas for a multitude of subjects.

3) Information Power.  Chicago, IL: American Library Association.  1998.  This book provided the Information Literacy standards.  The book is easy to read and provides a number of examples of the standards in action.  A must have for any educator.

4) Woolls, Blanche.  The School Library Media Specialist.  Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited.  1999.  This book gives a number of collaboration tools and ways for Media Specialists to sell themselves to teachers.

5) Lamb, Annette.  Ws of Information Inquiry.  Information Inquiry for Teachers. August, 2003.  http://www.eduscapes.com/info/topic71.htm  November, 2003.

6) Days of Judgment: The Salem Witch Trials of 1692.  Peabody Essex Museum.  2003.  http://www.pem.org/visit/ed_curriculum.php  November, 2003. 

7) Teaching “The Crucible”: Study Questions.  Social Studies School Service. 2003.  http://catalog.socialstudies.com/c/@7E5Rmvr-JDprA/Pages/article.html?article@study  November, 2003.

Learning Materials

1) Salem Witch Hunt Interactive. National Geographic. December, 2003. www.nationalgeographic.com/salem/index.html  This website is an interactive program that guides visitors through the experience of being accused of witchcraft.
2) Salem Witch Trials. The History Channel. 1999. http://www.historychannel.com/perl/print_book.pl?ID=35651  November, 2003.
3) Rosenthal, Bernard. Salem Story: Reading the Witch Trials of 1692.  Cambridge University Press. 1995.

4) Roach, Marilynne. The Salem Witch Trials: A Day-To-Day Chronical of a Community Under Siege.  Cooper Square Press. 2002.

5) Miller, Arthur.  The Crucible: A Play in Four Acts.  Penguin USA. 1976.

6) Fried, Albert.  McCarthyism: The Great American Red Scare.  Oxford University Press. 1996.

Feedback and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated by their class participation, their progress during the research process, and by their final project.   Two grades will be given for the final project.  The student will receive a grade in their English class for their presentation before their class.  The second grade will be given by the Social Studies teacher and will be based on the content of the project.  Grades will be given for lessons given by the Media Specialist, and these grades will appear as assignments in English class.  Students will have an opportunity to evaluate and critique their peers through question and discussion after each student’s presentation.
